
 Creation of the River Forecast Centers 
 
It was the aforementioned advances (see overview and background sections) 
which contributed to the National Weather Service decision in 1946 to 
"centralize" its hydrologic expertise by drainage areas with the establishment of 
the first two River Forecast Centers; Cincinnati, Ohio and Kansas City, Missouri.  
Over a 33 year period River Forecast Centers were opened, merged and closed, 
and in the end there were thirteen.  A timeline is shown below.      
                      

September 1946 Cincinnati RFC opened 

September 1946 Kansas City RFC opened 

1947 Salt Lake City Water Supply Forecast Unit opened 

December 1947 St. Louis RFC opened 

December 1947 Tulsa RFC opened 

1948 Harrisburg RFC opened 

1948 Portland Water Supply Forecast Unit opened 

1948 Portland Water Supply Unit becomes Portland RFC 

1950 Knoxville RFC opened 

September 1955 Hartford RFC opened 

October 1955 Augusta RFC opened 

1956 Washington, D. C. Forecast Unit opened 

1957 Knoxville RFC changed to Forecast Unit opened 

1959 Knoxville Forecast Unit closed 

September 1961 Fort Worth RFC opened 

1962 Pittsburgh Forecast Unit opened  

1963 Sacramento RFC opened 

January 1966 St. Louis RFC closed, operations merged with Kansas City 
RFC 

Spring 1967 Augusta RFC moves to Atlanta 

1967 Pittsburgh Forecast Unit becomes Pittsburgh RFC 

1969 Salt Lake City Water Supply Forecast Unit becomes Salt 
Lake City RFC 

1969 Pittsburgh RFC closed 

April 1971 Alaska RFC opened 

May 1971 Slidell RFC opened 

1971 Washington, D. C. Forecast Unit closed, operations 
merged with Harrisburg RFC 

June 1979 Minneapolis RFC opened, Upper Mississippi/Red River of 
the North operations spun off from Kansas City RFC 

1979 Pittsburgh mini-RFC opened 

1989 (?)   Pittsburgh mini-RFC closed, operations merged with 
Cincinnati RFC 

            
 
 
 



The publication, Weather Bureau Topics, Region One, April 1952 had an article 
commemorating the creation of the first two River Forecast Centers.  A copy of 
the article is shown below. 
 

 



 
 



By November 1959 about half of the 48 contiguous states were covered by the 
new river forecast centers as shown in the figure1 below.  The southwest, Texas, 
and portions of the southeast, as well as the two new states of Hawaii and 
Alaska, still did not have coverage.  

 

 

 

Ten years later there were eleven river forecast centers, there were:  Atlanta, 
GA; Cincinnati, OH; Fort Worth, TX; Harrisburg, PA; Hartford, CT; Kansas City, 
MO; Portland. OR; Sacramento, CA; Salt Lake City, UT; Tulsa, OK; and 
Washington, D.C..  River forecast centers St. Louis MO (merged with Kansas 
City), Knoxville TN, and Pittsburgh PA (merged with Cincinnati) no longer existed 
and the river forecast center at Augusta, GA was moved to Atlanta, GA. The 
following figure2 shows the coverage at the end of 1969.  Two years later, in 
1971, Slidell and Alaska RFC would be created and all states but Hawaii would 
be served by a river forecast center.  It would not be till 2000 that Hawaii and the 
other islands of the NWS Pacific Region would officially have river forecast 

                                                 
1
 Figure 7 from the report “River Forecasting and Hydrometeological Analysis” for the Select Committee 

on National Water Resources United States Senate, November 1959. 
 
2 This figure from  “Daily River Stages, Volume 65, 1969” DOC/NOAA/NWS compiled by National 

Climatic Center, Environmental Data Service for the Office of Hydrology, Silver Spring, MD 1970. 



center services.  Also between 1971 and 2000, part of the area of responsibility 
of the Kansas City RFC would be spun off.  This took place in 1979 with the 
creation of the Minneapolis RFC and in the early 1970s the Washington, D.C. 
forecast unit was closed and its area of responsibility transferred to the 
Harrisburg RFC..  There are currently thirteen river forecast centers. 
 

 
 
  
  


